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O R I G I N  &  H I S T O R Y

From Honey Bees to Gnomes

GOOGLE 4.2 ★★★★☆ 29 882 reviews TIQETS 4.5 ★★★★☆ 361 reviews

The story of Plopsaland Belgium begins long before the

colorful Studio 100 characters took over. Founded in 1935 by

Alberic-Joseph Florizoone, a local honey manufacturer, the

site was originally known as Meli Park. The initial theme was

deeply rooted in apiculture, celebrating bees and the world of

beekeeping. For decades, this unique attraction drew visitors

with its sweet, natural charm. However, by the 1990s, the park

struggled to maintain its appeal amidst changing

entertainment trends. The family decided to sell the property,

marking the end of an era for the original concept.

In 1999, the media giant Studio 100 acquired the park, setting

the stage for a radical transformation. On April 29, 2000, the

gates reopened under the new name Plopsaland. The launch

was ambitious but faced immediate challenges; management

recorded a 33% drop in visitors compared to projections

during the first season. This initial failure forced rapid

adjustments. The iconic Apirama ride was rethemed into the

Forest of Plop, replacing bees with the beloved gnomes from

Kabouter Plop. A giant mushroom restaurant also appeared,

symbolizing the fresh start.

The turning point arrived in 2004 with the inauguration of

Draak, an E-Powered roller coaster built by Mack Rides. This

strategic investment signaled that Plopsaland was no longer

just a children's park but a destination for thrill-seekers too.

The addition of this major attraction helped visitor numbers

surge to 781,000 that year. Subsequent years saw further

expansions, including the pirate zone and SuperSplash in

2006, solidifying the park's reputation for innovation and

family-friendly excitement.

Today, Plopsaland stands as a testament to resilience and

reinvention. In June 2008, a monumental twelve-meter-high

gate replaced the old entrance, costing six million euros and

symbolizing the completion of its metamorphosis from a small

regional park to a national landmark. The park now boasts

over 55 attractions, blending nostalgia with modern thrills. It

remains a cornerstone of Belgian tourism, offering a seamless

mix of Studio 100 magic and high-adrenaline adventures for

all ages.

History & Experience
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T H E  E X P E R I E N C E

Stepping through the monumental golden gates, visitors are immediately immersed in a vibrant world where animation

comes to life. The air buzzes with energy, filled with the sounds of laughter and the distant roar of roller coasters. The

architecture is playful yet grand, designed to evoke wonder at every turn. Bright colors dominate the landscape, from the

whimsical mushroom structures to the medieval towers of the Draak zone. It feels less like entering a traditional

amusement park and more like stepping into a living cartoon.

As you walk deeper into the park, the atmosphere shifts between gentle enchantment and thrilling anticipation. The scent

of popcorn mixes with the salty breeze from the nearby North Sea. Families gather around interactive zones, while

teenagers queue eagerly for inversions. The lighting, even on cloudy days, seems amplified by the cheerful design. Every

corner promises a new discovery, whether it’s a meet-and-greet with Wizzy or the dizzying height of the ROX Flyer. It is a

place where magic meets adrenaline, creating unforgettable memories for everyone.
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P R E P A R I N G  F O R  Y O U R  V I S I T

Practical Information

ADDRESS

Adinkerke (La Panne) · Transport: Train to De Panne, then

local bus or taxi to the park. Free parking on site.

OPENING HOURS

Open mainly from March to October. Reduced hours outside

summer. Check exact dates on the official website.

PRICES

Children under 1 year free. Prices vary by season. Book online

to avoid queues.

VISIT DURATION

Plan for at least half a day for the major attractions. A full day

is ideal if you combine it with Plopsaqua to maximize your

aquatic sensations.

PHOTOS

Personal photography allowed everywhere. Prohibited during

theatrical shows. Store your memories in the bag provided by

the park.

PUBLIC

Parc familial par excellence. Convient aux tout-petits (zone

Kabouter Plop) comme aux ados amateurs de sensations

fortes (Anubis).

H O W  T O  G E T  T H E R E

Access & Transportation

🚇 Metro

: Plopsaland — 3 min à pied

De Panne Station (7 min)

🚌 Bus

: Plopsaland — 3 min à pied

De Panne (10 min)

🚗 Car

De Panne (4 min)

🚲 Bike

De Panne (4 min)
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L O C A L I S A T I O N

Où se trouve Plopsaland Belgium ?

📍 De Pannelaan 68 — 8660 De Panne

🌐 51°4.844′ N, 2°35.913′ E
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Navigating the Park Zones

Zone Kabouter Plop (Toddlers)

This gentle area is dedicated to the youngest visitors. Features soft rides like the carousel and small boats. Ideal for a

smooth introduction without overwhelming heights.

Zone Medieval & Pirates (Thrills)

Home to the flagship attractions Draak and Anubis. The architecture mimics castles and pirate ships. Expect higher

intensities and longer queues here.

Zone Water & Relaxation

Includes SuperSplash and Storm op zee. Offers cooling breaks from the heat. Combines water effects with moderate

thrills for a refreshing experience.

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y

♿ Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Easy access to main attractions and adapted sanitary facilities.

곲넙 Families

Dedicated zones for toddlers and comprehensive family services.

🎧 Audio guide

French, English, Dutch
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S E L E C T I O N

Top Attractions You Must Ride

Medieval Zone

Anubis

The park's most intense roller coaster, featuring dizzying inversions and steep drops. Built by Vekoma, it tests courage with its

dark theme and sudden twists. Essential for thrill-seekers who want an adrenaline rush.

💡 It draws massive crowds from noon onwards, so arriving early is key to avoiding long waits.

Medieval Zone

Draak

An E-Powered coaster by Mack Rides that serpentine above the medieval village. Its launch mechanism provides a powerful

start, making it a favorite since 2004. The track design offers great views of the surrounding area.

💡 Its inauguration marked a strategic turning point, boosting visitor numbers to 781,000 that year.

TOMORROWLAND Main Area

The Ride to Happiness

A collaboration with the legendary Tomorrowland festival, this coaster offers a unique musical experience. Riders feel the beat

of electronic music synchronized with the ride's movements. It is considered one of Europe's best themed coasters.

💡 The sound system is integrated directly into the train, ensuring an immersive audio journey.

Pirate Zone

SuperSplash

A water coaster that combines speed with splashes. Riders navigate through tunnels and drops, getting wet in the process.

Perfect for summer visits when temperatures rise. It adds a refreshing element to the park experience.

💡 Introduced in 2006, it was one of the first water coasters in Belgium.

Must-sees
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Kabouter Plop Zone

Kabouter Plop Forest

A gentle boat ride through a enchanted forest filled with animatronics. Originally the Apirama, it now features gnomes instead

of bees. Ideal for young children and those seeking a calm break.

💡 The transition from bees to gnomes happened in 2000, marking the park's rebranding.

Central Area

ROX Flyer

A towering Star Flyer reaching about 70 meters high. Riders swing outward while ascending, offering breathtaking views of the

park and coast. Renamed in 2013, it remains a visual landmark.

💡 Originally called Spring Flyer, it was renamed to align with other Studio 100 characters.

STUDIO 100 Theater De Panne

Studio 100 Theater Show

An exclusive non-verbal show accessible to all ages. Features acrobatics, humor, and magical effects. The production quality is

high, rivaling international theater standards. Reservations are recommended due to limited seats.

💡 The new show 'Dr. Molino’s Magical Circus' launches in May 2027, promising even more spectacle.

Central Area

Giant Mushroom Restaurant

An iconic photo spot since 2000, this structure symbolizes the park's renovation. Inside, it serves family-friendly meals in a

whimsical setting. The exterior is instantly recognizable and beloved by photographers.

💡 It replaced older facilities, becoming a central hub for dining and navigation.
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T I P S

Smart Tips for Families

TIMING

Arrive right at opening to ride Anubis first, avoiding peak

crowds that form after noon.

BILLET

Book tickets online to skip ticket windows and save time upon

arrival.

PARCOURS

Start with dry rides in the morning, then switch to Plopsaqua

in the afternoon for cooling relief.

PHOTO

Take a picture in front of the Giant Mushroom; it’s the park’s

most iconic symbol.

PAUSE

Eat lunch at Stove Wizzy around 1:00 PM to avoid peak

crowds elsewhere.

ENFANTS

Begin with the Kabouter Plop zone for toddlers to ease them

into the park environment.

AUDIOGUIDE

Use the official app for real-time wait times and show

schedules instead of paper maps.

CONFORT

Wear comfortable shoes and bring rain gear, as weather on the

coast can change quickly.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

FAQ

Is it better to buy Plopsaland tickets online?

Yes, online booking is highly recommended to avoid queues at the ticket windows. You save precious time as soon as you arrive.

Moreover, this sometimes allows you to benefit from preferential rates compared to on-site pu

Are Plopsaqua tickets included in the Plopsaland entry?

No, these are two distinct entities requiring separate tickets. However, you can purchase combined passes to simplify management. This

allows you to visit both parks on the same day without administrative hassle and save

Are there special offers for schools?

Yes, participate in the Tickets d'Or contest. Every class visiting the park in May or June can win free tickets for the following year. It's an

excellent opportunity to end the school year with a memorable reward for stu

How to book a corporate event?

Plopsaland offers tailor-made events for companies. Contact the team directly via their online form to get a no-obligation quote. They

handle logistical organization and entertainment adapted to your professional needs.

What are the most intense roller coasters at Plopsaland?

For thrill-seekers, prioritize Anubis, Heidi, and Ride to Happiness. Anubis offers dizzying inversions while Heidi provides an authentic

wooden experience. Ride to Happiness adds a unique immersive dimension.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Honey Origins

Before gnomes, there were bees. Founded by a honey maker,

the park’s roots are sweet. Meli Park celebrated apiculture

until the 1990s decline.

The 2000 Slump

The relaunch wasn't instant success. Visitor numbers

dropped 33% in the first year, forcing quick fixes. This taught

management the value of thrill rides.

The Golden Gate

The current entrance cost six million euros and stands twelve

meters high. Unveiled in 2008, it marks the end of the major

transformation phase. It welcomes millions annually.

School Contests

Classes visiting in May or June can win free tickets for next

year. This 'Tickets d’Or' contest encourages educational trips.

It’s a great incentive for teachers.
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A R O U N D  T H E  M U S E U M

Beyond the park gates, De Panne offers a serene coastal escape. Just steps away lies De Panne Beach, a wide sandy stretch

bordered by dunes, perfect for relaxing after intense rides. For a gourmet break, visit Restaurant Le Phare, where you can

taste fresh local oysters with stunning sea views. Nature lovers should explore the Dunes of De Panne, a protected reserve

offering marked trails for peaceful walks and wildlife spotting. If you need supplies or souvenirs, the De Panne Shopping

Center provides convenient access to supermarkets and shops. Don’t miss the historic De Panne Lighthouse, which offers

panoramic views of the North Sea, completing your day with a touch of history.

Plopsaland Belgium is more than just a collection of rides; it is a celebration of imagination and family

bonding. From the gentle swings of Kabouter Plop to the heart-pounding drops of Anubis, every moment is

crafted to delight. Leaving the park, you carry not just photos, but the warmth of shared joy. Whether you

seek relaxation or excitement, this destination delivers a perfect balance. Come for the attractions, stay for

the unforgettable memories.
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